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ABOUT THE COLLECTION
Biographical History: Erksine “Erk” Russell was born on July 23, 1926 in Ensley, Alabama. He
began playing football at a young age, and he earned a scholarship to play at Auburn
University. While at Auburn, he became the final two-sport letterman in the school’s history.
After his playing career ended, Russell was hired on as an assistant coordinator, first at
Auburn, then at Vanderbilt. In 1963, he was hired on as the Defensive Coordinator at the
University of Georgia, where he remained for the next 17 years. While at UGA, Russell’s
defenses consistently kept opponents away from the endzone, and they propelled the team
to a National Championship title in 1980. However, in 1981, Russell was hired to resurrect the
dormant football program at Georgia Southern College (now Georgia Southern University),
where he transitioned into the role of head coach once the team was formulated.. Within
two years, the Georgia Southern Eagles football team won a Division 1-AA National
Championship, and by the end of the decade, the team had acquired two more National
Championship titles. In 1989, Erk Russell retired from his role as head coach. In retirement,
Russell remained in Statesboro, where he remained a beloved member of the community.
He died in Statesboro on September 8, 2006 at age 80.
Scope and Content: This collection consists of the typed transcripts of interviews with the
friends and acquaintances of Coach Erk Russell, whom they worked alongside during his
time as the Georgia Southern Eagles football coach in the 1980s and into his retirement in
the 1990s. All interviews were conducted by volunteer interviewers from the Communication
Arts Department at Georgia Southern University between October 2007 and February 2008.
System of Arrangement: This collection is arranged in chronological date order and
subdivided into interviews based on the person being interviewed.
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